THE MATERIALIST CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
that is to say, they are forms of the use of the productive
forces. The two modes of expressing the matter differ
toto coelo. No less objectionable is the expression that
the conditions of production turn into fetters of the pro-
ductive forces. The conditions of production may at
times prove an obstacle to the use of certain productive
forces or to their being used in a certain manner. If
anybody should reply that this is exactly what Marx
meant, we should find the method of expression all the
more deplorable. For in this place, as in some of the
preceding propositions, he might, by a more correct and
matter-of-fact way of expressing his thought, have pre-
served his followers from countless errors.
It may correctly be said that the conditions of pro-
duction are apt to become fetters, not of the productive
forces, but of production, just as institutions which have
been founded with the object of promoting science,
sometimes have turned into fetters of new research, and
as religious organisations have sometimes turned into
fetters of true piety. The reason of this is to be found
in the inertia inherent to man's nature which makes him
generally averse to innovations and to the introduction
of new forms of any kind. Braunthal mentions this
inertia, without pursuing the matter any further, though
this conservative tendency in man is one of the most
important factors in history, and moreover, a reality,
not a mere form of speech like the " conflict between
the productive forces and the conditions of production ".
We shall therefore have to go into it, to a certain
extent.
In the social life of men it has, owing to the egoism
and the passions of the single individuals and to the
controversies and other difficulties caused by them,
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